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Simkin Centre – and all other personal care homes in Manitoba
facing unprecedented pressures due to COVID-19

By BERNIE BELLAN

There have been quite
a few reports in dif-
ferent media within

the past week about the dire situations in which all
personal care homes find themselves these days.
With the double whammy of having to deal with all
the attendant problems associated with COVID-19 –
in addition to the severe financial pressures all per-
sonal care homes were facing long before the virus
struck, staff at pch’s are not only having to deal with
the anxiety residents are feeling, they are also having
to deal with families of residents who are beside
themselves with concern over not being able to see
their loved ones.

I reached out to Laurie Cerqueti, CEO of the
Simkin Centre, to see whether there was anything
she (or anyone else at the Simkin Centre) could tell
me about how staff there are coping with the unprecedented pressures
which have been thrust upon them these past four months.

I had sent the following email to Laurie (who is always quick to respond
– and who doesn’t shy away from answering tough questions) on July 10:
(I should note that, in my original email, I suggested that the last time I had
been to the Simkin Centre, in May – just around the time outside visits
were beginning to be allowed, it seemed to me that I saw volunteers help-
ing with the outside seating. In her response to me Laurie explains that I
was mistaken. There were not any volunteers helping with the outside vis-
its.)

Hi Laurie,
I know how under the gun everyone is at Simkin Centre but I’ve talked

with the families of some residents and, as I’m sure you’re aware, they’re

terribly frustrated over not being able to see their loved ones beyond the
rare occasions when you have sufficient staff to allow outside visits.

A few of them have told me they’re quite willing to volunteer to help with
those visits - if that would be allowed.

Is there any way volunteers can be involved in helping with family visits?
Regards,
Bernie

Here was Laurie’s response: 
Hi Bernie
We have not used volunteers to assist with visits, however we are explor-

ing as to how this might work as well as other strategies that would help us
be able to offer more visits.  I know of many people that would gladly help
us out and I am very
thankful for this.  As you

By MYRON LOVE

Ten years ago, University of Manitoba Law Professor
Bryan Schwartz, in conjunction with the Rothberg
International School at the Hebrew University,

introduced Mishpatim, now known as the Asper
International Law Program on Israeli Law and Society - a
program whose goal was to introduce the State of Israel to
University of Manitoba Law students through direct expo-
sure to Israeli scholarship and society.

“Mishpatim is a way to show some of our students what
Israel and Jewish civilization is all about and come to their
own conclusions,” says Schwartz, who was a long time
board member of the former Winnipeg chapter of the
CFHU.  “Our program focuses on the nature of the Israeli
legal system and how Israel applies its constitutional and
regulatory framework to its social and economic chal-
lenges compared to the Canadian experience.”

Over the past few years, about 40 students a year joined
Schwartz in Israel for two weeks in May.  (While the pro-
gram is open to law students from across Canada, most
participants are U. of M. students.)

“We were really excited about this – our tenth year,” Schwartz says.  “We
had a record number of students enrolled and a huge international confer-
ence planned.”

And then the COVID epidemic hit.

Undeterred, Schwartz has created a new course to
replace Mishpatim this summer. If he and his students
were unable to travel to Israel, he would bring Israel to the
students in the form of interactive Zoom sessions with
leading scholars drawn from the faculties of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Schwartz notes that he has spent the past three months
putting together the new online curriculum with the help
of Dr. Daniel Ohana, Schwartz’s Canadian-born Israeli
partner in Mishpatim for the past eight years.

The new four-week program, “Decision Making
During Crises: Strategic Thinking in Times of Peril and
Uncertainty”, began on July 6. Schwartz reports that more
than 40 students are participating in the two-hour daily
Zoom sessions Monday through Thursday in the morn-
ings.

The first part of the course, which was led by Schwartz,
focused on the Canadian and American legal frameworks
for emergency powers of government (e.g., Canada’s War

Measures Act) and the wider question of how individuals, groups and soci-
eties make decisions in times of crises. This part of the program included
presentations by Israeli experts in Game Theory, Behavioural Economics,
Group Psychology,
R e c o g n i t i o n - P r i m e d

Jewish Child & Family Service recently organized a car parade for staff and 
residents of the Simkin Centre “with singing, bubbles and so many smiles!” 

Continued on page 2. See “Simkin Centre”.

Continued on page 2. See “Mishpatim”.

Prof. BRYAN SCHWARTZ
founder of the 

Mishpatim program
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Community news
know gov-
ernment has
given us no
e x t r a

resources to be able to do this.  We are having to
manage this from within existing resources.  In this
week’s edition of the Simkin Star you will see that
statistics for visits we have been able to support so
I would not classify visits as rare.  We are also
bound by public health directives as far social dis-
tancing, inside visits should be limited and in a des-
ignated area close to the entrance and visitors must
wear a mask.  In room visits are not permitted at this
time unless it is an end of life situation.

All personal care homes and family members in the province are express-
ing similar concerns and frustrations to ours. We have shared our frustra-
tions and concerns with the WRHA, Shared Health and government.

It really is a very sad and difficult situation we find ourselves in and I am
very proud of how our team has managed.  This is no longer a sprint, this
is now a marathon. I am also thankful for the support of our Board, fami-
ly members and community.

Laurie

Accompanying this article is a reproduction of the statistics to which
Laurie referred in her email about the number of visits that have been facil-
itated at the Simkin Centre.

In a subsequent email  (on July 15) Laurie added that Simkin has begun
incorporating some inside visits to what it had already been doing. She
wrote: “We have also started indoor visits (not in rooms) last week.  We
will never be able to meet the full demand for visits until there are no
longer restrictions.”

I asked her to expand upon what Simkin is now doing.
Laurie responded: “At this time, occurring only Thursday mornings as

indoor visits should be limited, outdoor visits are Public Health’s recom-
mended type of visit.  Last week the visits were held in the synagogue. We
had 2 visiting stations.   The feedback was that the acoustics were bad so
this week we are moving visits to the multi purpose room and there will be
4 stations.  If it goes well we may be able to increase.  I also purchased
additional canopies and tables and starting Friday we will have 6 stations
outside.  We are also using donated funds and have hired some more sum-

mer students to assist with the visits.  Scheduling,
transporting residents, screening visitors, super-
vising visits and sometimes assisting with the
actual visit makes them incredibly labor intensive.
We really are trying.”  

On July 13, along with other media in the
province, we received an impassioned plea for
more help for personal care homes from The
Manitoba Association of Residential and
Continuing Care Homes for the Elderly
(MARCHE).

That particular communication stated that “per-
sonal care homes in Manitoba have been chroni-

cally underfunded for years and resident care is suffering as a result.

“Lack of funding, human resource challenges and aging infrastructure are
issues not just in Ontario and Quebec,” says MARCHE Executive Director
Julie Turenne-Maynard. “Many personal care homes—including all of
those in Winnipeg—have not seen any funding increase for basic opera-
tions in more than 10 years. During that same time, dietary expenses at
MARCHE homes increased by 36% and the cost of incontinent supplies
increased 50%. Funding of these items had to come at the expense of other
departments.”    

The email from MARCHE went on to describe problems associated with
aging infrastructure in many pch’s.

To be fair, the Government of Manitoba did respond to the MARCHE
communication. This is not the place, however, to debate the degree to
which the Province is providing sufficient funding for pch’s.

Rather, it is simply an attempt to describe a situation which is probably
quite apparent to anyone closely associated with a personal care home,
whether as a resident, a member of the staff, or a family member. Personal
care homes, including the Simkin Centre, have found themselves at the epi-
center of the fight against the virus – but let’s not pile on the staff at that
particular facility when they have been providing the best possible care
under the circumstances. As much as family members would like to be able
to have outside visits more regularly, let’s remember how extraordinarily
difficult it is for a facility such as the Simkin Centre to manage itself in
these times.

Decisions and
R h e t o r i c :
Theories of
D e c i s i o n

Making in Emergencies.  Students were also
exposed to how Jewish civilization as well as
modern Israel has adapted to crisis.

“Israel locked down quickly,” Schwartz notes.
“What can we learn from the Israel experience?
What is the trade-off in Israel between human
rights and security?

The second part of the new Mishpatim – led by
the Hebrew University’s Ohana, will be examin-
ing: the functioning of the Israeli court system;
Israel as the “Start-Up Nation” – also Palestinian
entrepreneurship in Jerusalem; law enforce-
ment; intercommunal tensions and co-operation
through the COVID outbreak; the current situa-
tions of both refugees and illegal immigrants;
the role of international law with regard to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict and on decision-mak-
ing at a time of crisis such as this.

“For a new start-up venture, our Mishpatim
online is going very well,” Schwartz comments.
“I am excited about the number of great presen-
ters that Daniel has recruited.”

Schwartz also expresses his heart-felt appreci-
ation for the continued support of the Asper
Foundation.  The Foundation has been a major
sponsor throughout and, this year, repurposed its
contribution to provide subsidies for the students
participating in the Zoom seminars.

And, Schwartz adds that he is “thrilled” at
being able to continue working with the people
at the Hebrew University’s Rothberg
International School as well as Daniel Ohana
and his HU colleagues.  “Any association with
the university of Albert Einstein is a special hon-
our,” Schwartz says.  “The co-operation that we
have had from the Hebrew University has been
terrific.  I couldn’t be more grateful.”

Statistics on how many visits have been
facilitated between residents and family
members at the Simkin Centre over a
recent two-month period

Simkin Centre
(Continued from page 1.)

Mishpatim
(Continued from page 1.)

News outlets covering Israel found,
again, to have run ‘deepfake’ op-eds

July 17, 2020 (JTA) — For the second time in
a month, news outlets reporting on Israel and the
Jewish community were found to have pub-
lished opinion pieces by fictitious authors.

Publications including Israel National News,
The Jerusalem Post, The Algemeiner and the
Times of Israel published pieces by a writer
identified as Oliver Taylor, who does not appear
to exist, according to a Reuters report this week.

Rather than being a real person, Taylor
appears to be a “deepfake,” or a hyper-realistic
forgery, created in part to criticize a London aca-
demic, Mazen Masri, who was involved in
bringing a lawsuit against an Israeli surveillance
company, Reuters concluded after an investiga-
tion.

Some of the publications that ran pieces by
“Taylor” have since removed them, while others
have left the pieces online with editor’s notes.

The Daily Beast earlier this month reported
that 46 conservative news outlets, including
some reporting on the Jewish community, were
duped into publishing Middle East “hot takes”
by 19 nonexistent authors as part of a massive
propaganda campaign that appears to have start-
ed in July 2019.

NEWS BRIEFS

Rapper Ice Cube slams Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar for calling out anti-

Semitic social media posts
July 16, 2020 (JTA) — Rapper Ice Cube

slammed NBA legend and columnist Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar for calling him out in a piece tak-
ing celebrities to task for posting anti-Semitic
statements on social media.

Abdul-Jabbar’s latest column in The
Hollywood Reporter named Ice Cube among

various figures from the entertainment world he
cited for perpetuating anti-Semitic canards.

“Shame on the Hollywood Reporter who obvi-
ously gave my brother Kareem 30 pieces of sil-
ver to cut us down without even a phone call,”
the rapper tweeted.

The reference to “30 pieces of silver” is a nod
to Judas, the disciple said to have betrayed
Jesus.

“Just when you thought @icecube could not
get any more Antisemitic …” international
human rights lawyer Arsen Ostrovsky tweeted in
response.

Abdul-Jabbar’s column noted a series of
tweets Ice Cube had posted in early June, includ-
ing a mural some have called anti-Semitic and
images associated with conspiracy theories
against Jews.

On June 30, the rapper’s attorneys filed a
cease-and-desist order against journalists
Charles Nash of Mediaite and Marlow Stern of
the Daily Beast for publishing “outrageously
false unverified, and disparaging allegations
regarding Ice Cube,” whose given name is
O’Shea Jackson. Above the letter he wrote,
“Don’t play with me. This is just phase one.”

The letter, sent from a Los Angeles law firm,
specifically refers to “the ridiculous, false accu-
sation that Ice Cube ordered his ‘entourage to
beat up a rabbi,’ was sued for it, and that he is
anti-Semitic.”

Last month, the Daily Beast published an arti-
cle by Stern titled “Ice Cube’s long, disturbing
history of anti-Semitism.” In an article pub-
lished days later on the Mediaite website, Nash
repeated the claims, citing the Daily Beast arti-
cle.

h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m / i c e c u b e / s t a -
tus/1283458390790828032
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In the midst of t this tumultuous summer it
might be a nice break to think about some-
thing other than pandemics and Black Lives

Matter - not that those aren’t hugely important
issues.

While we’re not completely safe here in
Manitoba from so much else that is affecting so
many other parts of the world - especially in
Trumpland to our south, doesn’t it seem like

we’re in an oasis of calm compared to just about everywhere else? 
Sure - we might get hit with the dreaded “second wave” - which we’re

constantly being warned about - and that’s why it was so disconcerting to
read about new cases of COVID cropping up on Hutterite colonies here
(much as Dr. Brent Roussin didn’t want to disclose that information - and
I have nothing against Hutterites. I’ve been to quite a few colonies and
done business with Hutterites. I like them and always compare their way of
living to being on a kibbutz.)

We’re all on edge though wondering which careless individuals might
inadvertently set off a chain reaction of infection in a province which, so
far, has kept a tight lid on the spread of the virus. 

But, to return to the point with which I began this column - in recent
weeks I’ve had occasion to meet the owners of some Arab restaurants in
this city. Sure, it was to talk to them about advertising - but it was also a
chance to discuss their feelings about relations between Jews and Muslims.

If you’ve been following news from Toronto of late you’d be aware that
there’s palpable tension in the air there over what have been overt displays
of anti-Israel behaviour.  In our last issue we reported on the disturbing sit-
uation regarding a particular food establishment known as Foodbenders
and how the owner of that establishment seemed to be going out of her way
to foment hatred toward anyone who was pro-Israel.

I’m glad to see that many other food establishments that had been buying
food from Foodbenders have now canceled their orders and that many pub-
lic figures in Toronto came our four square against the stance that
Foodbenders had taken.

Then, a couple of weekends ago, there was yet another display of crude
anti-Semitic behaviour in Toronto - this time at a rally organized by pro-
Palestinians where the slogan “Palestine is our country and the Jews are our
dogs!” was chanted by some of the attendees. (See the report from B’nai
Brith about that rally on page 15.)

Now, while it’s not unusual for there to be displays of hostility toward
Israel on university campuses throughout North America, with everything
else that’s going on in the world it seems a little confounding for outbursts
of anti-Israel behaviour to be occurring in Toronto right now.

There is a certain element of spill-over from the Black Lives Matter
movement that can’t be denied as having something to do with these dis-
plays of overt hatred for Israel but, by and large, while there are undeniably
certain individuals who are prone to displaying abject ignorance about
Jews within the Black Lives Matter movement, these two recent examples
of extreme hostility toward Israel in Toronto would seem to be exceptions
to the relative indifference most Canadians have toward Israel (except, of

course, for those of us watch-
ing the apparent re-emer-
gence of COVID in Israel on
a massive scale).

On top of all that, it looks
like Netanyhau’s putative
move to annex parts of the
West Bank (and I use that
term deliberately - not the
term “Judea and Samaria”,
which has a different conno-
tation) has been put on hold
for the time being.
Apparently word has come
out even from the Trump
camp that annexation would
not be viewed positively
within Trumpland. That’s a
little bit hard to understand
since Trump has made it a
policy to defy traditional
thinking whenever he can. 

Still, there doesn’t seem to
be anything going on within
Israel or the West Bank that
might be considered all that
provocative right now, pre-
occupied as most people
there are with fending off

COVID – so why there should be outbursts of anti-Israel sentiment at this
time is a little hard to understand.

So it was that I met with the owners of two popular Arab restaurants in
Winnipeg - and while we didn’t talk politics much, I was interested to hear
that both Ramallah Cafe on Pembina and Arabesque on Corydon have
many Jewish patrons, especially Israelis.

I wrote about some other Arab restaurants two summers ago, including
Yaffa Cafe on Portage Avenue and Les Saj on St. James Street in an article
titled “In search of Israeli cuisine – in Winnipeg”.

(I also wrote about Joy Coffee Bar on Roblin Blvd., which is owned by
Israeli Alex Meron-Gamili and serves some Israeli foods although Alex
takes pains to explain that his specialty is coffee, not food; and, of course,
Falafel Place, which serves some Israeli foods. At the time that I wrote the
article Bermax Caffe was also still around and I wrote about that place as
well. Don’t bother asking me if I know what’s happened to the owners of
that establishment. I don’t.)

That article prompted some readers to suggest other places that serve
great food that would be familiar to anyone who’s been to Israel: Baraka
Bakery on Main Street and the aforesaid Ramallah Cafe. (I’ve also been to
Blady Middle Eastern on Portage Avenue and had something delicious
there, but for the life of me I don’t know what it was. I just said to the per-
son behind the counter: “Give me something delicious” - and he did.)

There are also loads of shawarma restaurants now in Winnipeg - some-
thing that anyone who has been to Israel would find quite familiar. 

So - if you’re looking to try some of the foods that you might have eaten
when you were in Israel, well - there is certainly a wide choice of estab-
lishments available here from which to choose. Unlike a city such as
Toronto, however, which has a huge expatriate Israeli community,
Winnipeg doesn’t have a uniquely Israeli restaurant.

I’m sort of surprised at that. I know there have been attempts in the past
to have an authentically “Israeli” restaurant in Winnipeg, and what with the
fairly large influx of Israelis we’ve had move here over the years, you
would think that someone would have tried to create an Israeli restaurant
catering to that specific community.

But, just as in Israel, where Jews and Arabs eat so many of the same
foods - over and over again whenever I’ve asked the owners of Arab restau-
rants here whether they have many Jewish customers, they all answer in the
affirmative, noting in particular that many Israelis come to their restau-
rants. 

But, let’s be honest: There are readers of this paper who wouldn’t dare set
foot in a restaurant called “Ramallah Cafe” (and I’ve been to Ramallah -
it’s not my favourite place to visit, I’ll admit, but it did have some great
food).

When I met with the owners of Ramallah Cafe and they told me they’d
like to advertise in this paper, I wanted to ask them whether they’d consid-
er changing the name of their restaurant to “Tel Aviv Cafe” - just for a short
while, so that some readers of this paper who would never consider enter-
ing an establishment called “Ramallah Cafe” would give them a try - but I
didn’t end up suggesting that after all.

They’re really nice guys though - and, just like every other restaurant in
this city, the pandemic and resulting lockdown has really hurt them, but
they seem confident they’ll weather the storm.

By the way, it was Ami Hassan of Falafel Place who told me about the
latest Arab food establishment to open here, called “Tarboosh”. It’s also on
Pembina Highway - in Fort Garry, and it’s owned by the same two people
who own Arabesque on Corydon.

I stopped in there one day when I was cycling down Pembina Highway
and noticed the sign. It’s still under construction as they haven’t opened the
restaurant portion yet, but wow - is it ever big - and what an assortment of
foods and spices it has!

I was talking to a charming young woman by the name of Heba Abdel-
Hamid while I was there. Heba is co-owner of both Arabesque and
Tarboosh. She told me she’s from Montreal originally and grew up in a
largely Jewish neighbourhood where she had many Jewish friends.

She agreed with my observation that people generally get along in
Winnipeg - in contrast with Montreal and Toronto, which both have quite
a bit more ethnic tensions among residents, I think it’s fair to say.

Maybe I’m just naive but I know that individuals such as Belle
Jarniewski have done much to bring disparate groups here together over the
years - and I don’t recall a single instance of hearing about an imam in a
mosque here ever delivering the kind of hateful sermon against Jews that
we read about from time to time as having happened in Toronto, Ottawa, or
Montreal - and not too long ago, in Calgary as well.

So, when Heba Abdel-Hamid told me that she’s also a part of the Arab-
Jewish Dialogue, it served as a reminder how lines of communication are
more open in Winnipeg than many other cities. Since we don’t have
Folklorama this year, if you’re interested in replicating to some extent the
experience of enjoying various ethnic foods, then some of the restaurants
I’ve just mentioned here might be worth a try. They all have take-out by the
way.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 22, 2020

Editorial/comment

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications 
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at 
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063
Bernie Bellan

Editor

Office at 
979 Queenston Bay
Wpg. MB R3N 0Y3

Please send all mail 
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332

E-mail: 
jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. 

Subscriptions in Canada
one year $49.72 (Free Press delivery) 

$56.50 (Canada Post delivery)
two years $96.05 (Free Press delivery) 

$107.35 (Canada Post delivery)
Subscriptions outside Canada  $100.00 per year in

Cdn. funds  or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds  

Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the kashrut of
any products or establishments advertised or publicized in this
newspaper, or in inserts included in this newspaper. Opinions
expressed in letters to the editor, or articles by contributing writ-
ers are not necessarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, July 22, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

New York Times prints another anti-Israel opinion piece

The New York Times has done it again.
America’s most consistently anti-Israel
newspaper – with a history of anti-Semitism

going back to its reluctance to report on the
unfolding Holocaust during World War II – two
weeks ago published an “opinion piece” by one
Peter Beinart - one of America’s highest-profile
continual Israel bashers.  Beinart - who happens to
have been born Jewish – is a darling of the anti-
Semitic and anti-Israel Left.

Beinart, a self-described “Liberal Zionist”, in his op-ed, calls for the dis-
mantlement of Israel and a Jewish State.  Alan Dershowitz, in a commen-
tary for the Gatestone Institute, describes  Beinart’s op-ed advocating the
end of Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people as “a study in histor-
ical ignorance, willful deception and arrogant rejection of democracy”.

What Beinart envisages in its place is “a Jewish home in the land of
Israel, a thriving Jewish society that can provide refuge and rejuvenation
for Jews across the world” which, he writes, is the essence of Zionism”.

But, that is what Israel is already: a Jewish-majority state offering a home
to Jews anywhere in the world who seek safety or just want to “come
home”. At the same time, Israel is also home to a substantial number of cit-
izens who are not Jewish but still enjoy all the benefits and freedoms of cit-
izenship.

Where he is not dealing with reality is in clinging to the belief that Israel
continues to rule Gaza and the entirety of Judea and Samaria (a.k.a. the
West Bank).  Has he been living in a cave cut off from all news these past
27 years?  Does he not know of the Oslo Accords, under the terms of which
Israel ceded Gaza and most of the Arab population of Judea and Samaria to
Yasser Arafat and the PLO – now the Palestinian Authority?  Does he con-
veniently not remember that in 2005 Israel uprooted all of the Jewish com-
munities that had been established in Gaza post-1967 and withdrew every
last Israeli from the territory – and was rewarded with constant missile
attacks?

He claims that, “even in Gaza, Palestinians can’t import milk, export
tomatoes or travel abroad without Israel’s permission”. He doesn’t seem to
know that Gaza also has a border with Egypt. Is he not aware that the rul-
ing dictatorship in Gaza, Hamas, has sworn eternal war with Israel?

Hamas regularly makes it clear that the Party of God isn’t interested in a
binational state. What Hamas envisages is a Muslim majority state where
what Jews remain would be second-class citizens.  People in Beinart’s pro-
gressive circles conveniently ignore that tiny matter. They would rather
blame Israel for the current situation.

As for the Palestinian Authority, Beinart writes that Israel “is wrong to
deny Palestinians in the West Bank citizenship, due process, free move-

ment and the right to vote in the country in which they live and that
includes millions of Palestinians who lack basic rights.” 

He doesn’t seem to be aware – as I mentioned earlier - that the roughly
two million “Palestinians” – also known as Arab Israelis –live in the Jewish
State and enjoy all the rights of their Jewish fellow citizens. The absence
of “due process, free movement and the right to vote in the country in
which they live” has nothing to do with Israel.  

Mahmoud Abbas the Palestinian Authority president, was elected to his
current position in relatively free elections in 2005. The fact that the
Palestinians living under the administration of the PA have not had the
opportunity to cast a vote since is due to Abbas refusing to hold another
election. Israel has no say in the matter.  The lack of due process is also on
Abbas, not Israel.

And, as Israeli-American filmmaker Ami Horowitz demonstrated a cou-
ple of years ago, no one is impeding the Palestinians living within the land
of the PA from moving about freely.  Horowitz went to Ramallah, hired a
cab with PA license plates and had himself driven throughout Judea and
Samaria. He found no roadblocks anywhere.  The only stoppage was at the
border with Israel and – even there – the delays were no different than
crossing the border into North Dakota on a busy day.  

Beinart complains that the “Trump administration’s peace plan envisions
an archipelago of Palestinian towns, scattered across as little as 70 percent
of the West Bank, under Israeli control”.  I suppose he has conveniently
blocked out of his memory the numerous occasions when the PA (there is
no negotiation for long term peace possible with Hamas) turned down
Israeli offers which would have left the PA in control of more than 90% of
Judea and Samaria.  

It is so easy for armchair quarterbacks such as Beinart –living a safe and
secure life in America (although you have to wonder how safe it really is
now for Jews) – to sit there and tell Israelis how to live their lives.  He has
no skin in the game and obviously has little or no understanding of the
threats that have hung over Israelis from their neighbours since even before
the State of Israel was born.

Thankfully, for the past several years, Israelis and Palestinians have, for
the most part, lived in relative peace.  The oft predicted violent explosion
that Beinart and his fellow believers preached prior to the American
embassy moving to Jerusalem didn’t happen and neither will be there be an
outburst of violence when Israel begins annexing existing Jewish commu-
nities in Judea and Samaria. 

After all, the change in legal status of those communities will not change
the facts on the ground. Those communities also provide employment for
many Palestinian Arabs (as does Israel itself) and – while Beinart  points
with horror to a medical school operating in Ariel, that medical school is
open to Arabs as well as Jews. 

Myron Love was wrong
Your columnist Myron Love makes false claims about the Black Lives

Matter protests. In the  June 24, 2020, and July 8, 2020 editions he contends
that Black Lives Matter protesters incited a pogrom in the Fairfax area of
Los Angeles on May 30, 2020. Many Jewish Los Angeles residents have
discredited this report as fake news and had called for solidarity with Black
Lives Matter protesters. Also the Jewish Federation of Los Angeles and the
Anti-Defamation League both insist the Jewish community has NOT been
targeted by protesters or by looters. They insist that “fake news and social
media exaggerate the L.A. protest.” While there was graffiti it was not seen
as serious by mainstream L.A. Jewish organizations. 

Another claim Mr. Love makes is about anti-Semitic remarks made at a
Washington D.C. rally such as “Jews kill children too”. This “report” came
from the discredited website World Net Daily (WND).  The WND is a
notorious right-wing conspiracy website that has a history of lies and
deceit. 

As for the contention that Black Lives Matter (BLM) is “structurally anti-
Semitic” there is no evidence on the BLM website that there is anti-
Semitism as part of their program. In fact Mr. Love is vilifying criticism of
Israel by Jewish groups that support BLM. Pointing out that crimes against
humanity such as the Apartheid wall, Jews only roads, rampant house
demolitions and the illegal seizure of Palestinian land  doesn’t constitute
anti-Semitism. The Jewish organizations who support BLM are examples
of the anti-Racist tradition that Jews have historically supported.

In addition Mr. Love sees the  inclusion of support for BLM in Passover
materials as somehow diminishing the holiday.  Passover is about the free-
dom from oppression and slavery for all peoples, not just for Jews, so a
Hagaddah making the connection with the oppression suffered by BLM is
completely appropriate. 

Mr. Love has shown himself to be an apologist for racists in dismissing
the Nazi “unite the right” rally in Charlottesville in 2017. He contended the
Nazis were not so bad, while our real concern should be with Black and
Muslim people. In the latest edition of the JP&N, he’s promoting false
claims and racist theories in two successive papers. 

Why is your paper allowing staff to publish false news that incites hatred
towards Black and Brown communities who are already the victims of state
violence and historical racism?

Mr. Love has proven to be a commentator who promotes lies and racism
over facts. Silence in the face of racism is compliance in racism. By pub-
lishing commentaries that scapegoat Black Lives Matter as anti-Semitic,
you are complicit in the silencing of black people’s voices. 

I submit that these lies need to be withdrawn from your paper, and an
apology be made to your readers and the Black Lives Matter movement. 

David Weller

ONE MORE CANDLE deserves support
Bernie,
In your June 8 issue, I was very happy to see your coverage of “ONE

MORE CANDLE” (OMC) and its significant growth and impact from its
inception as a dream project of Jacquie Siepp in Winnipeg to its current
activity around the world. OMC so much deserves support and growth.

I am pleased that B’nai Brith in Winnipeg has provided two grants
totalling $5,500 to OMC from the B’nai Brith Human Rights Grant
Initiative Program. A special fund of $50,000 was retained from the last
two B’nai Brith dinners in Winnipeg as the source for funds for Human
Rights initiatives in Manitoba. Other initiatives receiving grants include
Gray Academy’s ‘Raoul Wallenberg Day’, Sarasvati Productions, Grant
Park High School, Kelly Hiebert at the Westwood Historical Society and
Melanie Janzen at Manitoba’s Youth In Care Network. The total of grants
distributed to date is over $26,700.

I would strongly encourage everyone possible that read your article or
reads this letter, to adopt a child from OMC that perished in the Holocaust.

Earl Barish, Chair
B’nai Brith Human Rights Grant Initiative Program

By

MYRON LOVE

LETTERS



By MYRON LOVE

For my 21st birthday in 1970, a couple of friends treated me to a tick-
et to Winnipeg’s first ever major outdoor rock concert.  One of the
principal organizers of that concert, which was called the Man-Pop

Festival, and which was held on Saturday, August 29, was Jerry Shore, who
turns 90 on July 23. 

The concert at the old Winnipeg Stadium featured headliners such as Led
Zeppelin, Iron Butterfly, Chilliwack and The Youngbloods.

What I remember about it was that the day dawned bright and sunny.

But, around noon, the
clouds rolled in and it
poured.  After a delay
of several hours, we
were all moved into the
old Winnipeg Arena,
where the concert
resumed and lasted
until after 3:00 A.M.

Shore was
w o r k i n g
closely with
the late
M a i t l a n d
Steinkopf in
those years.
He recalls
t h a t
S t e i n k o p f
m a d e
arrangements to move the concert to the arena and borrow equip-
ment on short notice from all over the city.

“It was an amazing concert,” he recalls.    
Jerry Shore’s life story is one that most people in the world can

only dream about.  In a career in show business spanning nearly
70 years, the lifelong Winnipegger  has worked with some of the
biggest names in music in all of its various genres.  He has
albums full of signed photos by rock stars, opera greats, leading
Country & Western singers, popular singers and prominent actors
– as well as a politician or two.

The show business tour manager and talent  booker’s clients
have included: Harry Belafonte, Nana Mouskouri, the flamboy-
ant pianist Liberace, Richard Tucker and many more. He was also
by Steinkopf’s side when the Concert Hall was being built in the
mid-1960s – and booked the first act. As well, Shore was in on
the ground floor for the founding of Rainbow Stage.

As is the case with many successful people though, Jerry Shore
just happened to be in the right place at the right time.

Unusual for a Jewish kid in Winnipeg in the 1930s, Shore grew
up in River Heights.  His father, Sam, operated a candy factory –
“Shore’s Candy Company”.  The elder Shore retired in the late
1940s and passed away in 1950.

Jerry Shore’s first big break came about while he was at uni-
versity.  He became friendly with of his professors – one James
Wilson, who had stood for office as a Liberal candidate. 

“I was a young Liberal and worked on his campaign,” Shore
says.  “He was on the organizing committee that had been creat-
ed to form Rainbow Stage.  That was in the mid-1950s.  I was a
member of the Board and/or Director of Promotions off and on
for 20 years.”

It was through Rainbow Stage that Shore became associated –
in the mid-1960s - with Maitland Steinkopf.  “Maitland Steinkopf
was one of the most amazing people I have ever met,” Shore
notes.  “He almost single-handedly raised most of the money to

build the Concert Hall.”
And it was Shore who arranged the new

Concert Hall’s first concert – by Jewish opera
star Richard Tucker.  Tucker, Shore recalls, was
very protective of his voice.  The morning of the
concert, the opera star called for Shore to pick
him up in the early afternoon.

“Although it was a hot day in May, Tucker
came out of the hotel wearing an overcoat, scarf
and hat,” Shore recounted.  “He wanted me to
drop him off at a movie theatre where he spent
the next three hours. He didn’t want to have to
talk to anybody.”

Shore explains that he became involved in the
world of opera after going to Minneapolis to
attend a performance of the Metropolitan Opera
on tour.  “I met some of the people involved and
we became friendly,” he recounts.  “I arranged to
hold auditions in Winnipeg for the Metropolitan
Opera.  I also arranged a Canadian tour.”

Other opera stars with whom he has worked
have been Jan Peerce, Joan Sutherland, Robert
Merrill and Pavarotti.

The second act that Shore booked at the
Concert Hall
was Harry
B e l a f o n t e .
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Winnipeg’s Jerry Shore looks back on seven decades in show business

JERRY SHORE

Continued on opposite page.
See “Jerry Shore”.
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“We became really good friends. He
came back for a second show 18
months later.  Harry was very meticu-
lous.  He had hired a new manager just

before his second Winnipeg appearance.  He moved on to Regina after the
Winnipeg show.  A couple of days later, I get a call from him.  He had fired
his new manager and wanted me to take over as his tour manager.”

Shore organized three tours for Belafonte (whom he recalls as quite shy,
as well as outspoken on race relations).  “I was in charge of booking fights
and ground transportation, hotels, everything, even paying the staff.”

The highlight of his time with Belafonte was his tour of Cuba.  “Harry
was the first American artist to visit Castro’s Cuba,” Shore recalls.  “CBC
was doing a special on Harry Belafonte and his roots.  There were 30 of us
in the group.  We get off the plane and there were men in uniform with sub-
machine guns everywhere.  It was a little scary.”

The Cubans, Shore remembers, treated Belafonte and family like royal-
ty… the rest of the group not so much.

“The hotel we were staying at was the National – that had been built by
(Jewish gangster) Meyer Lansky,” Shore reports.

The next morning, the group was informed that Fidel Castro himself was
coming to visit.  “Fidel pulled up outside the hotel with two armoured cars
in front and in back.  His English was very good and he was an imposing
figure.  He gave each one of us a bear hug.”

The three celebrities that he says most impressed him were Liberace,  Sir
Lawrence Olivier and Bill Clinton.  He recalls an appearance by Bill
Clinton in Winnipeg about 20 years ago.

“We had arranged a private function at Dubrovniks before he spoke,”
Shore recounts.  “The first thing Clinton did on entering Dubrovniks was
to shake hands with all of the bartenders and serving staff. He did the same
thing at the Concert Hall.

“He had an aura about him. He had the common touch.”

Surprisingly, so did the award-winning actor Olivier, says Shore.  “Larry”
was appearing at a news conference at the Fort Garry Hotel – a conference
that Shore was chairing.  Shore recalls that Olivier went up to each of the
30 journalists and introduced himself.

As for Liberace, Shore recalls an exchange he had with former Winnipeg
radio talk show host Peter Warren.  It was Liberace’s first visit to Winnipeg
and Warren asked the last question at the press conference.  The ever-skep-
tical Warren asked something along the lines of why anyone would be fool-
ish enough to buy tickets to the pianist’s concerts.  Liberace’s response was
that anyone who wouldn’t want to buy a ticket to one of his concerts would
be the fool.

Of Liberace, Shore recounts that the star used to carry around a Crown
Royal bag with him wherever he went.  “I never asked him what was in it,”
Shore says.  “But one time when I was with him, a clerk in a store asked
what was in the bag.  Liberace said that in the bag was his insurance poli-
cy. He opened it to show that it was filled with cut diamonds, rubies and
emeralds.”

Remarkably, Shore has just been completely retired for the past three
years. 

Ironically, Shore observes, for all the traveling he has done throughout
his career, he has actually seen very little of the world. “The routing was to
get off the plane,” he says, “go to the hotel, spend four or five days prepar-
ing for the concert than boarding the plane again for the next city.”

These days, Jerry Shore spends his time reading (mystery novels and
biographies), watching favourite TV shows, and enjoying his vast collec-
tion (over 800) of cookbooks.  He keeps in touch with friends from show
business who are still around.  But, he says, he doesn’t miss being part of
the scene.

“It’s not like it used to be,” he notes.  “The personal touch is no more.
All the little guys like myself have retired or been pushed out by corporate
operators.

Camp Massad to offer camp experience for Grades 2 – 10 ... during the day only
By BERNIE BELLAN

As a result of the many restrictions imposed by the
provincial government on a whole host of activi-
ties due to the pandemic, many an organization

has been trying to come up with alternatives to their nor-
mal way of doing things – while, at the same time trying
to recreate as much of the same experience that anyone
who would have participated in particular activities prior
to the onset of the lockdown might have enjoyed.

The Rady JCC, for instance, was quick to adjust to the
new requirements for social distancing when it came to
offering its day camp program. Albeit, with reduced
numbers in its camp programs and cancellation of certain
activities such as swimming, the Rady JCC day camp program has been
operating at full tilt.

When it came to our two Jewish sleepover camps, however, the restric-
tions imposed upon them by respectively, the Ontario government (for BB
Camp) and the Manitoba government (for Camp Massad) led to, in the case
of BB Camp, the complete cancellation of any programming for the entire
summer, but in the case of Massad – an entirely new way of doing pro-
gramming.

Beginning in August there will be two sessions for kids in Grades 2-7:
from August 3 -7 and from August 10- 14. Buses will be leaving from the
Asper Campus each day and returning at the end of the day.

Following the August 14 session there will be five days of day camp for
children ages  4-7 whose families have cottages in the Winnipeg Beach
area. 

Registration for all those camps is now closed.

In addition to the day camp programs for younger children, Massad will
be offering a modified form of its “AC” (Advanced Camp) program for
kids in Grades 8 – 10. There will be two five-day sessions for kids in the
“Ma’alit”, “Michinah” and “Machshirah” programs, from July 20 – 24 and
July 27 -31.

As Massad Executive Director Danial Sprintz explained in a phone inter-
view, “We’re trying to offer a meaningful Jewish experience – at camp –
for the kids who were supposed to be here. A lot of them are having a real-
ly tough time with the loss of their regular activities - from school to sports
to summer camp.

“A lot of these kids wait all year to see friends that they haven’t seen
since the summer before.

“We don’t want to lose a year. We want to do with them what we would
have done – to the best of our abilities so that when they come back next
year they’re trained leaders.

“The older kids are the ones who will have lost the most by missing out
of camp because they have a lot of learning to do” (in Advanced Camp).

“Grade 8’s will come out here, Grade 9’s will come out here – and we’ll
have child care seminars, learn how to make programs.”

Massad will “be providing transportation on a daily basis to and from
Winnipeg” for campers whose families are not actually in the Winnipeg
Beach area, Danial explained.

“In the mornings there will be a bus pick-up at the
Asper Campus. There will be buses carrying the pods
of kids out to camp.” Each pod will have no more than
24 kids, Danial added, “and they won’t interact”.

“So, it’s not going to be like regular camp where
everyone goes to the dining hall, they scream, and they
sing songs. We’ll have new activities that are based on
the situation that we’re living in right now, but we
want to give them as much of the training, the learn-
ing, the experience, that we can.

“Everything will be at a social distance; the buses
will be less than half capacity. Everybody will wear
masks.

“Everybody will go home at the end of the day – and then – we’ll repeat.
“We’ll have screening at the buses. We’ve met with Manitoba Health and

we have all the guidelines we need to follow. 
I asked Danial whether any of the staff have been staying out at the camp

in preparation for the coming programs.
He said that “I’ve been here a month now.” As well, a few other members

of the senior administration have also been staying at the camp – one to a
cabin.

“We’ve been practicing social distancing,” Danial emphasized. “We
practice all the procedures we want to use with the kids –from how they’re
going to get water, to how they’re going to get food, where they’re going
to sit at lunchtime, where do they go to the bathroom. We’ve figured a lot
of great stuff out. 

“The health inspector has been here and he loves our plan.”
For instance, Danial said that normally, the kids would wake up, “they go

here, they go there.”
This year, “instead of go from this cabin to the dining hall for lunch – it’s

go from this cabin to the sinks, wash your hands, then go to the dining hall.
“The places where we’ll eat we’re using hula hoops, we’re using tape on

the floor – but we’re trying not to leave permanent (psychological) scars
from this – because the kids are already scarred.

“We want to give it a bit of a different feel than Winnipeg because
Winnipeg is nuts right now. Everyone does what they want. But when they
come here, they’re going to be going back in time – to a much more struc-
tured environment.”

“The ‘chadar ochel’ (dining hall) will not be used for eating,” Danial
explained – “just for cooking. All activities will be outside – unless it rains.
The kids will have designated buildings for their pods – in case it rains.”
He cited as examples, the rec hall, the dining hall (and other “big facili-
ties”).

I asked whether the food will be brought to the kids?
The answer was yes, “the food will be brought to them. It will be indi-

vidually packaged – either bag lunches or plated lunches” so that, “if a kid
wants French Fries with two hot dogs and extra ketchup – forget it”.

After the kids eat they’ll wash their hands again, then staff will come and
wash the tables.

“We’re good at scheduling,” Danial said, “because we’re a summer camp
and for us, it’s adding things to a schedule that people will have to follow.”

Jerry Shore
(Continued)



Food – its manner of preparation and consumption, and its place in a cul-
ture and language – has become the most significant, albeit the most

overlooked point of encounter between Jewish Arab culture and Palestinian
Arab culture. In addition to the cuisines of the Jews of Morocco, Tunisia,
Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Iran and Iraq, Mizrahi food in Israel also contains
references to elements of Palestinian, Ottoman and Arab culinary cultures. 

Until recently, the term “Mizrahi food” was an Israeli cultural signifier of
a kind of food that was popular and inexpensive – food that came in large
quantities, had no refinement to it, and used a lot of oil and paprika. It was
also thought of as the food identified with big family celebrations and so
on. But can the term “Mizrahi food” also lay claim to a culinary sphere that
is separate from that which is identified with the cultural spaces in which
the Mizrahi communities existed? 

The appropriation process occurred in tandem with worldwide changes in
the 1980s and was connected to the rise of the “Mediterranean diet” as a
lifestyle. The culture of olive oil, fresh tomatoes and garlic was marketed
as both tasty and healthful. At the start of this process in Israel, trendsetters,
virtually all of whom were Ashkenazim (that is, of European descent), still
referred to this as “Italian food” and local restaurants served pasta and
more pasta. In time, the arbiters of taste had to acknowledge that the culi-
nary culture in their immediate surroundings – Palestinian Arab food and
Mizrahi food – was based on the same preferred ingredients. 

At first the talk about Palestinian food became a cultural bon ton in
trendy Tel Aviv. Gradually, Mizrahi food began to enjoy a similar reputa-
tion. It’s easy to miss the idea at the basis of the appropriation criticism by
asserting that many Mizrahim not only see themselves as part of Israeli cul-
ture, but as among its most prominent creators. 

Easy Shakshuka
Shakshuka is a popular Middle Eastern dish featuring poached eggs in a

hearty tomato and pepper sauce. Recipe yields 4 to 6 servings.

Ingredients
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 large yellow onion, chopped
• 1 large red bell pepper or roasted red bell pepper, chopped
• ¼ teaspoon fine sea salt
• 3 cloves garlic, pressed or minced
• 2 tablespoons tomato paste
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• ½ teaspoon smoked paprika
• ¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes, reduce or omit if sensitive to spice
• 1 large can (28 ounces) crushed tomatoes, preferably fire-roasted
• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro or flat-leaf parsley, plus 

addition cilantro or parsley leaves for garnish
• Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

• 5 to 6 large eggs
• ½ cup crumbled feta
• Crusty bread or pita, for serving

Instructions
• Preheat the oven to 375 degrees Fahrenheit. Warm the oil in a large,

oven-safe skillet (preferably stainless steel) over medium heat. Once shim-
mering, add the onion, bell pepper, and salt. Cook, stirring often, until the
onions are tender and turning translucent, about 4 to 6 minutes.

• Add the garlic, tomato paste, cumin, paprika and red pepper flakes.
Cook, stirring constantly, until nice and fragrant, 1 to 2 minutes.

• Pour in the crushed tomatoes with their juices and add the cilantro.
Stir, and let the mixture come to a simmer. Reduce the heat as necessary to
maintain a gentle simmer, and cook for 5 minutes to give the flavors time
to meld.

• Turn off the heat. Taste (careful, it’s hot), and add salt and pepper
as necessary. Use the back of a spoon to make a well near the perimeter and
crack the egg directly into it. Gently spoon a bit of the tomato mixture over
the whites to help contain the egg. Repeat with the remaining 4 to 5 eggs,
depending on how many you can fit. Sprinkle a little salt and pepper over
the eggs.

• Carefully transfer the skillet to the oven (it’s heavy) and bake for 8
to 12 minutes, checking often once you reach 8 minutes. They’re done
when the egg whites are an opaque white and the yolks have risen a bit but
are still soft. They should still jiggle in the centers when you shimmy the
pan. (Keep in mind that they’ll continue cooking after you pull the dish out
of the oven.)

• Using oven mitts (both hands!), transfer the hot skillet to a heat-safe
surface like the stove. Top with the crumbled feta, fresh cilantro leaves, and
more red pepper flakes, if desired. Serve in bowls with crusty bread on the
side.
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It goes without saying that going into Sets on
Corydon is always an experience, whether it’s dis-
cussing the new inversion table  which James uses
as part of his meditation practice or  being hand-
ed the phone to take a surprise phone call while in
the chair. 

For those on the run, James is using a unique
blend of products that he has developed himself
and with which highlights and a cut take less than

an hour!  And let’s face it, who has time to sit? This working girl for sure
doesn’t have sit and relax time.  For blonde highlights there is no harsh
bleach in a new product that is exclusive to Sets. 

While in James’s chair recently getting my blonde summer highlights
look, he handed me the phone
telling me to say hello to one of
his clients on Skype video.
There I was with tin foil all
over my head and agreeable me
saying “Sure James, hand me
the phone.” 

It was gorgeous Sebastien
Izambard, one of the Il Divo
stars. I should note that not only
did he have tin foil in his hair as
well,  he was speaking to me
from Malibu - my favourite
place in the world! 

James boasts that he is the go-
to guy for hair straightening
techniques. He is also a master
with colour. The picture on this
page shows James giving treat-
ment to a woman who actually
had jet black hair, but who had
decided to go silver.  It took half a day and the result was stunning!  

Another unique service at Sets that I’ve seen done is  a custom made hair
piece by James that’s weaved into fine hair. The look is so natural and the
weave lasts for a couple of months.  

I encourage anyone to attend for a free consult  with James on what style
and/or colour would suit your face. 

Let James at Sets on Corydon 
develop a unique colour for you!

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN

At left - the original hair colour of
James’ client - but she wanted to go
silver. At right - the result!

605 Corydon Ave.
Ph. 204-474-1818

How Shakshuka and Other Middle Eastern Dishes Turned Into Iconic ‘Jewish Food’ 
Taking what Jews and Arabs have cooked for generations – and making it into extremely popular type of cuisine



The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre issued the following email about plans for
the upcoming season on July 16 :

Because of the current public health crisis, we have changed our plans for
the upcoming season. Starting in January, we will continue to present the
season that we announced, but in a slightly different order. 

• WJT will return in January with Becoming Dr Ruth, from January
28 to February 7. Mariam Bernstein will reprise her award-winning turn as
everyone’s favourite sex therapist, whose life story is an inspiration. We
will plan for reduced capacities and social distancing in the theatre, if
required.

• Next up is Actually, from March 4 - 14. Anna Ziegler’s thought-
provoking play focuses on Amber and Tom, two freshmen in their first year
at Princeton, reliving a night they spent together that altered both of their
lives. Again, the theatre’s capacity will be reduced, if directed by the
Provincial Government.

• A year after it was to debut, Narrow Bridge by Winnipeg play-
wright Daniel Thau-Eleff will play the Berney Theatre from April 29 to
May 9. Eight years in the making, this exciting world premiere tells the
story of a unique spiritual and religious journey. It is our sincere hope that
we will be back to our theatre’s full capacity when this show debuts. 

This is the best-case scenario for WJT’s 2020/21 season. This change of
dates and play order will allow WJT more flexibility to adapt to the safest
practices and social distancing protocols as they become specified by the
government.

Because of the continual uncertainty, WJT will only sell single tick-
ets next season. Tickets for each performance will go on sale two
months prior to the first performance of each show. You can guarantee
your seats beginning two months before each show. We’ll send you a
reminder email when tickets go on sale.

We are extremely disappointed to not be opening our season with the
wildly acclaimed production, Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story. WJT
remains committed to bringing the show to our Winnipeg stage soon. In its
place, WJT is producing So New: A Digital Festival of New Canadian
Jewish Plays in the fall. We’ll be sending further information out about this
in September.

(Ed. Note: I asked Ari Weinberg to clarify what exactly will be happen-
ing in the fall. Here’s what he wrote to me: “The plan for the fall is to offer
development resources to works in progress, mostly through dramaturgical
support and workshops. 

“The performative
aspect will likely be
live-streamed readings
of excerpts from the
plays in development
for one or two
nights.”)

High Schoolers Chant “The Jews Are Our
Dogs” at Mississauga Anti-Israel Rally

July 8, 2020 B’nai Brith Canada MISSISSAUGA, Ont. – B’nai Brith
Canada has filed a hate-crimes complaint with Peel Regional Police after
protesters chanted hateful antisemitic slogans at an anti-Israel protest just
west of Toronto.

On Saturday, July 4, about 100 protesters  at Celebration Square in down-
town Mississauga, ostensibly to condemn Israel’s potential extension of
sovereignty to communities east of the Green Line.

A  of the Mississauga rally, first  by the Jerusalem Center for Public
Affairs, shows attendees chanting in Arabic: “Palestine is our country, and
the Jews are our dogs!” Later in the same video, protesters promise to “sac-
rifice our soul and blood for Palestine” and proclaim that “martyrs by the
millions march to Jerusalem.”

B’nai Brith has independently verified the translation. In Islamic culture,
dogs are  despised and regarded as impure.

Through its own investigation, B’nai Brith has discovered that the co-
organizers of the rally – and many of its attendees – were mere high school
students. B’nai Brith has identified one of the co-organizers, but has cho-
sen not to name her at this time due to her status as a minor.   

“The display of antisemitism in Canada’s public squares is totally unac-
ceptable,” said Michael Mostyn, Chief Executive Officer of B’nai Brith
Canada. “Opposition to Israeli policy can never be used as an excuse to
demean Jews as ‘dogs’ or to threaten violence against them.

“We have reached out to the high school attended by one of the rally’s
organizers, and hope to visit at an appropriate time in order to educate stu-
dents about the dark places to which rhetoric of this sort can lead.”

This is not the first time that Mississauga’s Celebration Square has played
host to antisemitic hate speech. In 2017, Palestinian protesters there ,
“Remember Khaybar, oh you Jews, the Army of Muhammad will return!,”
in reference to an ancient battle in which a Muslim army slaughtered Jews
in the Arabian Peninsula. No charges were laid following that incident.

, leader of Palestine House-Toronto, led the antisemitic chants in 2017
and was once again  at Saturday’s protest.

According to an April 29  by Peel Regional Police, Jews were the most
targeted religious group for hate crimes in the region in both 2018 and
2019, despite  just 0.22% of the total population as of 2013.
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Winnipeg Jewish Theatre announces plans for upcoming season
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How People Live In Soviet Russia: Impressions From A Journey
By Mendel Osherowitch 
Published by Kashton Press in association with the
Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Toronto 
Translated by Sharon Power 
Edited by Lubomyr Y. Luciuk
314 pg. $40.00

Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
Let others sing of the hungry pain of love,
Let others sing of the hungry pain of life,
I will sing of the hungry pain of hunger.
Excerpt from The Hungry Pain of Hunger— a poem
by Moishe Nadir (translated from the Yiddish by Philip
Rahv), New Masses, Vll, February 7, 1933, p.18
(reprinted in the English language version of How
People Live In Soviet Russia)

In February and March 1932 Mendel Osherowitch
visited the Soviet Union on assignment for the Yiddish-
language newspaper, Forverts (The Jewish Daily
Forward). With a daily circulation of 275,000, this
influential New York City-based newspaper was
“socialist in content but Bolshevik in form,” notes
Lubomyr Luciuk, a professor of political geography at
the Royal Military College in Kingston, Ontario, in the
introduction to How People Live In Soviet Russia.

The book, which was published in Yiddish in 1933, has only just been
translated into English. It provides a profound, oft times poignant, and hon-
est look at the harsh realities of life in Soviet Russia, in particular Ukraine,
at that time. It is a clear-eyed testament to truth telling. More than just an
essential eye-witness historical document, this book has obvious lessons
for us today too. 

Osherowitch was born on January 14, 1888 in the Ukrainian town of
Trostianets, says a brief bio of him in the book. He emigrated to the USA
in 1910 where he began writing for various Yiddish periodicals before join-
ing the staff of Forverts in 1914, a position he held until retiring in January
1945. Osherowitch was a Yiddish translator, a playwright, and the author
of a number of novels and other books. Osherowitch helped organize the
Federation of Ukrainian Jews, served as president of the I.L. Peretz Yiddish
Writers’ Union and was a prominent member of the Yiddish PEN Club.

He died on 16 April 1965 in New York City, survived by his wife, Sofia
and their daughter, Edith Fayer (later Rosenberg).

Osherowitch’s assignment in Ukraine was to “visit the theatres, cabarets,
taverns and marketplaces, the Soviet shops and Jewish houses of study, to
speak with common people in the streets, Jews and non-Jews.”

He was fluent in Yiddish, Ukrainian, and Russian. This made
Osherowitch able to “converse more intimately” with people than most
Western visitors.

During his trip Osherowitch collects many personal stories, “many
shared in confidence,” allowing him to record accurately the features of a
Bolshevik system he regarded as very dysfunctional, “sometimes crimi-
nal.”

He writes about “the pervasive fear” of the GPU secret police, recounts
how parents were scared their own children might be informing against
them, and tells of great hordes of peasants clambering onto trains trying to
escape into the cities, “in an anguished search for bread.”

“Ukraine was already experiencing an appalling famine,” Osherowitch
writes. “Millions of people had been driven to the greatest desperation, to
a life sometimes even worse than death. Plagues circulated in villages and
in the towns. People died because they could no longer endure their terri-
ble hunger. On many roads, covered with snow, lay dead horses, withered
away from hunger. At the train stations, thousands and thousands of peas-
ants wandered around, covered in bodily filth and dirt, waiting for trains
they hoped would take them into the cities, where they could perhaps sell
something, maybe get bread. The dreadful misery of these people, this har-
rowing state of affairs, tore at one’s heart. Everywhere I was told condi-
tions had already been like this for a few months and that since the Five
Year Plan began, emphasizing heavy over light industry, the situation in the
country had gotten worse.”

He was witnessing firsthand the early days of the Holodomor— “the
man-made famine that convulsed the Soviet republic of Ukraine from 1932
to 1933, peaking in the late spring of 1933,” says the Encyclopedia
Britannica online.

“It was part of a broader Soviet famine (1931–34) that also caused mass
starvation in the grain-growing regions of Soviet Russia and Kazakhstan.
The Ukrainian famine, however, was made deadlier by a series of political
decrees and decisions that were aimed mostly or only at Ukraine.”

Osherowitch also provides moving accounts of visiting his hometown of
Trostianets, where he reunited with his old mother and siblings whom he
hadn’t seen since moving to the U.S. over 20 years before.

He describes visiting the Trostianets’ pogrom
memorial.

“It has already been 13 years since the great
pogrom happened in Trostianets,” Osherowitch
writes. “It has gone down in history as one of the
most terrible and bloody pogroms in Ukraine. “It is
difficult to find a Jewish family in Trostainets that did
not suffer in the great pogrom, which Petliura’s gangs
carried out in the town during their ‘uprising’ against
the Bolsheviks. In total around 500 Jews were mur-
dered at that time. The misfortunate ones were driven
together into a large building next to the industrial
plant (in Goldenberg’s house) where they were
slaughtered like sheep. Old and young alike— no one
was spared. Afterwards, all 500 murder victims were
buried in one large grave.”

Osherowitch’s powers of observation are acute.
His commentary is decisive.

“I find it quite impossible to just forget the great
tragedy that is the life of a human being in Soviet
Russia today,” Osherwitch reflects, while in Warsaw,
Poland getting ready to travel onward to Berlin, then
Paris.

“You just can’t, not if you have a heart and a soul. I
tried to think of the good side of what I’d seen in

Soviet Russia. I thought about the many idealists I met, people who truly
are sacrificing their lives because they believe in a better future to come. I
thought about great Soviet achievements in the domains of industry and
culture and in other fields, accomplishments certainly worthy of praise.
Then, I remembered what a woman who once active in the revolutionary
cause, who had always been ready to sacrifice her life for the Revolution
said to me in Moscow: ‘Now we are all rotting under the banner of a beau-
tiful ideal.” 

Book cover

Canadian far-right politician calls Jews ‘par-
asitic tribe,’ seeks their removal from Canada

July 15, 2020 MON-
TREAL (JTA) — The
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police has opened an
investigation into a fringe
right-wing politician who
called for the removal of
Jews from Canada.

In a flyer  and a   video
posted on Facebook on
July 11, Travis Patron, the
leader of the Canadian
Nationalist Party,
describes Jews as
“swindlers,” “snakes,”
“inside manipulators,”
and a “parasitic tribe.”

“If they had their way,
our entire way of life would be eradicated,” Patron says in the video.
“They don’t like us. In fact, they despite us because of what we are and the
spirit we represent. They cannot coexist with it. And what we need to do,
perhaps more than anything, is remove these people once and for all from
our country.”

In a news release July 13, the Toronto-based Friends of Simon
Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies said that a police investigation
into the video was launched last summer after the video was first shared
online.

Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs,
the advocacy arm of the Jewish Federations of Canada, said Patron might
not only be breaking Canada’s hate laws, but inciting actual violence
against Jews.

“It is absolutely outrageous that such vile hatred would take up any space
in the public square,” Fogel said. “Such dangerous and dehumanizing lan-
guage has all too often led to violence.”

In the last Canadian federal elections in 2019, Patron’s party, founded
three years ago, garnered just 284 votes.

The video and flyer, both titled “Beware The Parasitic Tribe,” says Jews
“infiltrate the media, they hijack the central bank, and they infect the body
politic like a parasite.”

Fogel said CIJA is contacting other social network platforms because, in
its view, Patron’s posts are a “clear violation” of community guidelines.

”Enough is enough,” he said.

Travis Patron, the leader of the Canadian
Nationalist Party, called for the removal of Jews
from Canada. (Facebook screenshot)
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Hunkering down in Jerusalem
By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT 
Winnipeg Beach, July 11, 2020

My usual practice is to spend the winter
months in Jerusalem, returning to
Canada in early April.  That didn’t hap-

pen this year.  I didn’t take the Coronavirus seri-
ously until it was too late to ‘get out of town’, so
to speak.  I ignored the general talk as I have
with the other ‘sky is falling’ viruses, just dou-
bling up on Vitamin C and Ecinacea as a precau-
tion.  

Then it was too late to get a flight out!  “Just as
well”, I thought, as I was in the throes of a
squabble with an insurance company, and it
seemed best to be on the spot rather than trust to
calls and emails from abroad.  And thus I found
myself in quarantine.  Bombarded by the media
with statistics that I was ‘at risk’ due to my age,
I began to feel really old and seemed to need a
lot of sleep. Upon hearing tales of what was
being experienced all over the country, I became
afraid.  

For the first while I didn’t dare step out of my
apartment.  Finally I ventured to the pharmacy.
A line of people waited outside.  Because I had
ignored the pandemic panic I was unfamiliar
with all the regs, and so was taken by surprise.  It
was a small store, only one customer allowed in
at a time.  When my turn came, my mind went
blank….completely.  I began to browse, and was
immediately scolded by the pharmacist.  Quickly
buying a toothbrush I left and walked directly
home, passing the grocery store although I need-
ed milk, bread, butter, eggs, and sundry other
things.  (I was never out of toilet paper.)

Just as I began to sink into deep lethargy, I
received a call from my upstairs neighbour offer-
ing to pick up groceries for me, if I gave her a
list. I must tell you here that my upstairs neigh-
bours are very kind to me, and not just because
it was their faulty plumbing that had impacted
my apartment, hence the aforementioned insur-
ance claim.  They simply are extraordinarily nice
people!  At Pesach they brought me the tradi-
tional Seder plate and Seder meal, loaned me a
very interesting Hagaddah, and thereafter for
several weeks brought me my Shabbat meal.  

Eventually however, I got around to ordering
in a full pantry of groceries, plus a supply of
masks, gloves, and sterilizing wipes, and my
negative state of mind lifted.  I began to realize
that this unexpected, unstructured time, was an
opportunity to meditate and reflect.  I looked for
but couldn’t find commentaries, by any sort of
clergyperson, on the name of the epidemic.  

Covid, to my untrained ear, is a Hebrew word,
one of the various manifestations of the root
KBD.  Kavod, meaning dignity, honour, respect,
homage, is what G-d has told us many times He
wants us to direct towards Him.  This is what it
is to worship and glorify G-d, that is, pay Him
honour and respect.   The root of Kavod itself
implies ‘heaviness’, as in ‘being of great impor-
tance’.  By altering its vowels the word can also
depict man’s inner condition, his spiritual or his
physical state, in other words his soul…..or his
liver.   In some places the Tenach uses a variation
in pronunciation to describe the immensity of
sins, as it does the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah.

My research did not go into any great depth.
Wikipedia had plenty of information for me to
dwell on.  I have no idea how Covid or Corona
became the names of the virus.  I went on instead
to the number 19.  Immediately there jumped to
mind the Hebrew number 18, known generally
to Jews as the number which symbolizes ‘life’,
due either to gematria or to its Hebrew letters
spelling ‘Chai’.  

My “research” uncovered darker meanings
too, but I didn’t go there; for the purpose of my
musings there was already enough to contem-

plate.  Once the
number 18 (also
the number of
the Rambam’s
list of blessings)
is subtracted,
what remains is
one unit.  ONE.
AHAD.  Need I
say more?  I
will anyway.
That G-d is One
is the whole
point of the
Shma, the
prayer on awak-
ening, on going
to sleep, on the
d o o r p o s t ,
wound around
the arm and
forehead, the
topic to discuss
with our chil-
dren when
we’re walking,
when we’re sit-
ting around, no
doubt when
we’re driving,
something to be worked into all of our conversa-
tions.  

Alone in quarantine these thoughts were circu-
lating and  recirculating ad infinitum it seemed,
in my head, but I never spoke them out loud.
Once restrictions began to loosen, I was the first
guest invited by my upstairs neighbours for a
Shabbat meal.  Here was an opportunity to artic-
ulate (read jabber) my insights!  The poor dears
were treated to a monologue, as I shared almost
every thought I’d had for the last few months.
What a treat for me!  Before the pandemic, their
Shabbat table would welcome at least six or
eight others.  Now I had their sole attention
(albeit six feet away), and there were no inter-
ruptions.  

Finally, at about the time I could venture out
walking around on Jaffa Street, looking for sum-
mer clothing, (my Jerusalem wardrobe had not
anticipated a heat wave), the insurance company
issued me a cheque.  Mundane tasks overcame
my lofty spiritual thoughts.  My task at hand was
now to open a bank account; this is another
story, a humdinger for another time.  Finally,
workman in place to completely strip my bed-
room walls and ceiling and replaster and paint
them, I booked a flight home to Canada.  

And here I am, having nicely finished 14 days
of self-isolation at my Winnipeg Beach cottage,
looking forward to a long, lazy season, without
any of the usual  structure...Beach Shul, Remis
Forum, Rotary Club.  

In Jerusalem I learned to do ‘lazy’ very nicely;
here, reality has set in.  A call from Jerusalem
tells me that removal of the walls has revealed
more than the insurance adjuster reckoned. Cost
of repair will be double what the company gave
me.  Well, never mind that; here’s what’s impor-
tant!  Being closeted in Jerusalem during the iso-
lation has left me a little like Alfred E. Neuman
of Mad Magazine: “What, me worry?”  

It has been a type of religious experience, sim-
ilar to time spent in a retreat or in an Elijah cave
of sorts, and it has led  me to this conclusion:
Our world is heavy with sin.  A quick survey of
the chaos now surrounding us bares this out.  We
must stop and turn ourselves around to face G-d,
trusting only Him, giving Him the honour and
respect, the glory, the Kovid, due Him.  It is for
this purpose He has given us Chai, our life, and
He is Ahad, the One and only One Who is in
charge, and not we ourselves.

Simone Cohen Scott (at
right) with two visitors she
hosted in her Jerusalem
apartment this past winter:
her friend, Bonnie Hoffer-
Steiman; and in the picture
at the top, Rabbi Alan
Green, who was relaxing in
Simone’s apartment on a
Friday afternoon prior to
Shabbat.
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PAUL STEIN 
March 4, 1936 – June 13, 2020 

Paul Stein passed
away on June 13, 2020
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

He was predeceased
by his parents Abraham
and Clara Stein, both of
whom he honoured
throughout his life. 

Paul was loving and
caring as a husband to
his late wife Helen,
father and father-in-law
to Michael Stein and
Heidi Sun, and Shannon

Stein and Keith McKinnon, grandfather to Cameron
and Tavia McKinnon, and brother to Norman Stein.
He was devoted to his late aunt and late uncle,
Norma and Alec Rittberg, his late aunt Ruth Atnikov,
his cousin Pearl Rosenberg and her late husband
Abie Rosenberg, his late cousin Doreen Rubenfeld
and her late husband Harry Rubenfeld, and all of
their families. He was also close to his late father-in-
law and late mother-in-law, Ross and Margaret
McNaught, his sister-in-law and brother-in-law,
Kathy and Richard Drinovz, his late brother-in-law
David McNaught, and all of their families. 

Paul developed and maintained strong connections
with his network of colleagues and students from a
career in education—both as a teacher and a
Department of Education consultant—that spanned
more than five decades. And he cherished the good
times and fellowship he had with his choirmate bud-
dies in the Golden Chordsmen. 

Paul’s genuine, thoughtful nature and his offbeat
sense of humour will be missed by all. 

A private ceremony, conducted by Rabbi Avrohom
Altein, was held at Bnay Abraham Cemetery on June
16. 

Donations in Paul’s honour can be made to
Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg (204-339-8737) or
to Sing Canada Harmony (singcanadaharmony.ca). 

GLORIA REMIS BROWN
March 2, 1922 - July 6, 2020. 

With great sorrow, we
announce the passing of
Gloria Brown on
Monday, July 6, 2020 at
98 years of age.

She will be sadly
missed by her children,
Rhonda Bland, Susan
and Bruce Rosner; her
grandchildren, Laura
Bland, Jeffrey and
Karen Bland, Kimi
Rosner and Mark Unruh,
Adam and Andrea

Rosner, Jamie Rosner and Frances Rosner and her
great grandchildren, Rory, Sawyer, Georgia and
Colette Bland, Sampson Rosner-Unruh, Jill and Max
Rosner, and Jude Rosner.

She was predeceased by her husband, Dr. Roy
Phillip Brown, her parents, Boris and Betty
Remis, her brothers, Leonard Remis and Bernard
Remis, her sister-in-law, Elaine Remis, and her
son-in-law, Dr. Charles Sheldon Bland.

Special appreciation to her devoted caregivers,
Esther, Ivy, Daisy, Amor, Jeanette, Odessa, Liza 1,
Liza 2, Nelia, and her nurse, Jan.

Gloria was born in Winnipeg and grew up at 260
Manitoba Avenue. She attended the Peretz School
and graduated from St. John’s Tech High School in
1939, and from the University of Manitoba, School
of Interior Design, Faculty of Architecture, in 1942.
Interior Design was a new program at the University
and Gloria was in the second graduating class. She
was awarded two scholarships while a student there.

She met and started dating her future husband,
Roy, in the spring of 1943. He was a physician, prac-
ticing in Gladstone, Manitoba at the time. They were
introduced by Roy’s sister, Sadie Stein. They were
able to see each other when he came into the city on
weekends and in between, they wrote letters. It was
wartime, and courtships were short. They were mar-
ried on October 5, 1943. They honeymooned in New
York City, and when they returned they created their
first home together in Gladstone. Roy was the only
physician for miles around and Gloria learned to
become a homemaker par excellence. She was
already an accomplished seamstress, but now she
honed her culinary and baking skills for her husband
and his bachelor farmer friends.

They welcomed their two daughters in 1944 and
1947. And in late autumn, 1947, they moved back to
Winnipeg, where they purchased a home on Brock
Street in River Heights and Roy commenced his
practice at Sargent and Spence.

They joined Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and Gloria
became involved in the Sisterhood, National Council
of Jewish Women and Hadassah, where she was
President of her chapter.

In 1953, Gloria and Roy built a new home on
Waterloo Street, and in 1959, they built their cottage
on Falcon Lake. Summers at the lake were wonder-
ful and created memories that have been elevated in
the family lore.

Together they moved to Rochester, NY in 1966,
where Roy became a Resident in Radiology.
Wherever life took her, Gloria was supportive of her
husband’s endeavours. During those years, she
called Roy her student prince.

Upon completion, they moved to Toronto where

they lived in Willowdale and again, Gloria adapted,
reached out, became involved and made new friends. 

They sailed the Glory B from the Island Yacht
Club on Lake Ontario. She was a volunteer at the
Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art. She became an
avid bridge player. Gloria and Roy were enthusiastic
supporters of the symphony and ballet. Gloria loved
to travel and during those years she and Roy had
many wonderful trips.

Her interest in ceramics led her to study pottery for
many years.

Gloria was accepted at the Ontario College of Art
and in 1986, she graduated with a Diploma in
Design. When she started the program, she was a
ceramicist, but, by the time she completed the
course, she was designing and constructing beautiful
furniture. She was an older returning student in her
class, but that didn’t deter her from making very
good friendships with classmates younger than her
own children.

Gloria and Roy returned to Winnipeg in 1994,
necessitated by Roy’s illness. She was by his side
until he passed in 2000. The foundation of her devo-
tion was their long shared history of love, admiration
and respect for each other.

Gloria will be remembered by her family as a
woman who blended tradition with the changing
world. She had a clear and insightful intellect. Her
loving and loyal dedication to her family was recip-
rocated abundantly.

Through her life, she sewed beautiful pieces, first
for herself and then later for her daughters, grand-
children. and great grandchildren. But the most won-
derful thing she stitched was the tapestry of our fam-
ily - weaving each and every generation and each
and everyone of us into the whole.

She will be forever missed.
Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek

Memorial Park on July 8, 2020.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the

Roy Phillip Brown and Gloria Brown Medical
Entrance Scholarship, Award #25532, University of
Manitoba, give.umanitoba.ca, 204-474-9195, or a
charity of donor’s choice.

We remember our Dad
SAM HONIGMAN

Who passed away
July 30th, 1995

3 days in Av, 5755

25th Yahrzeit

On your 25th yarzheit, we
remember how fun you were
and how you lived life to its
fullest. We remember how you
loved us so much and did
everything for us. We remember
how close we were. We
remember how well liked you
were for your friendly,
outgoing, warm and kind
personality. We remember how
you never gave up and kept on
going despite adversity.
We miss you so much and wish
you were still with us.

We are facing challenges. We
are in pain. Now more than
ever, we need your strength
and courage to help guide us
and protect us from evil and
make the right decisions. As
the Amidah Prayer says “ let
all evil soon disappear.” We
are living during a Pandemic
and want to return to happier
times. We need to remain close
as a family and honour your
memory by doing those things
that would make you proud of
us.

From generation to generation
and strength to strength. Dad,
we will always miss you and
love you.

—Brenda and Archie

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. LOUIS
COGAN

who passed away
July 16, 2018

On the 5th day of Av
Lovingly remembered by family
and friends for a life well-lived.
We will always remember you
for your love of life, your
“glass is half full” outlook,
and being a true mensch.
We hold you in our hearts along
with many beautiful memories
of special times we shared
together.
– Your loving family

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
PAISNER
who passed away

July 26, 2017
3 days in Av

We miss you and love you.
— Sadly missed by your
husband Roy and children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DAVID
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
August 9, 2016
5 Days in Av

Forever loved and remembered.
— Shelley, Lauren, Ashley,
family & friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GLADYS LOVE
who passed away
on July 15, 2015,

28 days in Tammuz
—Ever remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 22
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In loving memory of

MARIAN
DIAMOND

MINUK
who passed away on

August 10, 2011
The 10th of Av, 5771

which this year begins
on the eve of July 30, 2020

You reinforced Jewish family
values and traditions.
Throughout your life, you
experienced joy, laughter,
pride, pain and love.
All these emotions are part of
being alive and being Jewish.
It is our sacred duty to ensure
that we embrace those same
feelings.
The legacy you have left is now
for us to carry.
You make us so proud to be
your children because of the
goodness in your heart and  the
love in your soul.
Love,
Leah and Alan

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
GOOT

who passed away
July 9, 1975
1 Day in Av

— Ever remembered by
Francie and Beverley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID
BOONOV
who passed away

July 22, 2015

In loving memory of

JANET
BOONOV
who passed away
March 11, 2019

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
your children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SHARNA
KARLINSKY

who passed away
July 22, 2009
1st Day of Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID
BORODITSKY

who passed away
August 4, 1992

5 Days in Av, 5752
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SIMMA
KRAITBERG

who passed away
July 23, 2012
5 Days in Av

It’s been eight years
Since you’ve been gone
The sun still shines
And life goes on
But you are greatly missed
— Love, Hy, Neil, Sharna,
Bella, Rob, Hannah, Sheera,
Noah & Zoe.

DR. RUVIN
LYONS

who passed away
August 5, 1992
6 Days in Av

28th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

— Missed by all who knew and loved them especially their
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

EDITH
LYONS

who passed away
July 26, 2009
5 Days in Av

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

MAX MANDEL
who passed away
August 11, 1980
29 Days in Av

DORIS MANDEL
who passed away
August 7, 1986
2 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 29

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaidy

SID TREPEL
June 1937 - July 2004

— Always remembered -
enshrined in our hearts
forever - your loving wife
Marilyn, children and
grandchildren.
Your 5D's encourage us daily
DRIVE - DESIRE - DEDICATION
- DETERMINATION and DO IT.

16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our very dear son,

JONATHON
BASS

who died tragically
July 30, 1992

Timeless to death he went,
his song of life was cut too
soon,
how sad - for he had more
songs.
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his mom, dad,
sister and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BILL FELDMAN
who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts
We are grateful for the
wonderful times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan
as well as your many close
friends and family.

MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED ON

NEXT PAGE

In loving memory of

PERCY
BARSKY
who passed away

July 31, 1989
28 Days in Tammuz, 5749

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit



Ben-Gurion University launches 
appeal to save the class of COVID-19

The university is raising a fund to support students in their 
studies as the coronavirus pandemic continues.

With the COVID-19 pandemic surging once again in Israel it is having a devastating effect on many
young people who had been enrolled in institutions of higher learning throughout the country.

At Ben Gurion University of the Negev, university president Daniel Chamovitz is particularly wor-
ried about the financial predicament faced by many of the university’s students.

Many students at BGU, as is the case with all other similar Israeli institutions, enroll in the univer-
sity following their periods of army service.

As an article in the Jerusalem Post notes, “many of Ben Gurion‘s students are financially indepen-
dent of their families, supporting themselves and funding their courses with jobs worked around their
studies. However, the pandemic caused many of them to lose their jobs, putting their ongoing stud-
ies in jeopardy.

“Others are concerned that there will be no work for them to go to when they graduate. “
“This potential loss of students could have insurmountable effects on our society and our world,”

BGU President Daniel Chamovitz observes.
The Jerusalem Post article goes on to cite the particular experiences of two different students:
“ ‘I’m finding myself in very uncertain times, where jobs are just not coming. You feel that you

have something to offer and that you’re good at what you do – but that doesn’t matter,’  Mai Tannen,
a 3rd year Politics and Government student says. 

“Mai spent her first semester in Italy at the University of Sienna and returned for further studies in
March, just as the coronavirus was taking hold there,” the JPost article notes. “Concerned for her
health, her family and professors encouraged her to return to , but, she said, the contrast was notable
as everything had shut down to prevent spread of the virus.” 

“ ‘It’s a difficult time, and I’m very scared about the future. How am I going to support myself
financially?’ she asked. ‘I feel like the ground is shaking below me.’ ”

The JPost article also refers to the shift from attending classes in person to online learning and the
difficulties that change presents for many students, “many of whom have struggled to find the moti-
vation to self-manage their learning amid the emotional turmoil and uncertainty caused by the pan-
demic. 

“Amir Lorach, a 4th year Industrial Engineering and Management student, lost his job to the lock-
down and had to give up his apartment due to financial difficulties, moving in with his girlfriend to
save money. The upheaval posed serious problems for Amir, who has been diagnosed with ADHD.
He found it difficult to manage his schedule studying online, and was staying up late into the night
to make up for lost classes. 

“These stresses manifested in chest pains, dizzy spells and losing track of time, making studying
even more difficult. He is now considering whether to continue in his studies next year. “

The JPost article concludes with an observation how much of an impact BGU has had on the world:
“Recalling the impact BGU has already had on the world – the head of Israel’s Health Ministry and
his deputy are both alumni, as is the chief scientific officer of a Boston company developing a coro-
navirus vaccine – Chamovitz said he wanted today’s young people to have the same opportunities to
excel and make an impact on the world. 

“ ‘I want to be positive. I want to ensure that every student who wants to prove themselves – every
student who thinks they have the ability – shall come to BGU and realize their potential,’ “ he said. 

“ ‘We have a responsibility
to ensure that no one is left
behind.’ ”

For information on donat-
ing to the Canadian
Associates of Ben Gurion
University’s campaign in aid
of students at that university,
see the ad at the top of page 1.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY 29th

CONTINUED

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
SWIRSKY
who passed away

July 29, 2014
2 Elul 5775

— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARSHALL
ERNEST HAID

who passed away
August 1, 2012
13 Day in Av

—Sadly missed by his wife
Elba and daughter Lara.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID SAMUEL
KAUFMAN
who passed away
August 1, 2010
21 Days in Av

— Sadly remembered, forever
loved by his wife Nora,
children, grandchildren and
brothers.

In loving memory of

BEN BLUM
who passed away
August 1, 2012

13 days in AV 5772
— Remembered with love by
your wife, children, grand-
children & family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

1-844-388-7407
MKT-P0108© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No 
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE 

portable oxygen concentrator is designed to 
provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen 
therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically 
proven for stationary and portable use, 
during the day and at night, and can go 
virtually anywhere — even on most 
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and 
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Andrzej Duda, Polish president who vowed no
reparations for Jews, ekes out reelection

July 15, 2020 (JTA) — Poland’s right-wing president, whose reelection cam-
paign traded on anti-Semitic tropes, has won a second term.

Andrzej Duda garnered 51.2% of the vote — the slimmest margin of victory since
the fall of communist rule — with 99% of ballots counted. His challenger, Rafal
Trzaskowski, the liberal mayor of Warsaw, can contest the results.

In the campaign’s final days, as it became clear that the election would be close,
Duda and his allies increasingly suggested — including on state television — that
Trzaskowski would sell out the country to Jewish interests. The mayor did not
explicitly endorse paying reparations to Holocaust survivors and their descendants,
something that Poland has been a standout among European nations in refusing to
offer, but said he would be open to discussing the issue.

“Only someone without a Polish soul, a Polish heart and a Polish mind could say
something like that,” the leader of Duda’s Law and Justice Party said last week,
according to a report in Politico. “Mr. Trzaskowski clearly doesn’t have them, see-
ing as he says that this is open to discussion.”

Duda himself invoked anti-Semitic tropes, saying on a Catholic radio station last
week, “We just don’t want to have decisions being made somewhere outside of the
Polish borders.”

“Have you ever heard such homophobia, such anti-Semitism, such attacks on
everybody who is brave enough to say ‘We have had enough’?” Trzaskowski asked
supporters on Friday, according to a report in The New York Times. “It’s now or
never.”

Election results suggest that Duda, who in January did not attend an event com-
memorating the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, the Nazi death
camp in Poland, benefited from support among rural and older voters.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

The English translation of Dovid
Bergelson’s  Soviet novel “Judgment” (by Harriet
Murav and Sasha Senderovich) sounds like a
Russian novel written in Yiddish. It tells the story
of a Shtetl during the civil war of 1920. This pow-
erful and innovative  novel gives evidence  to the
inability  of Yiddish literature to remain relevant
when it leaves its Jewish roots. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30

- 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM
dial or online at ckjs.com 

On July 26th, hosts will be Regine Frankel and
Rochelle Zucker.  The Yiddish segment will feature
songs about old age and the passage of time.  

On August 2nd, Rochelle will present music from
some newly released Yiddish CDs.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website: https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jew-
ishradiohour

The Wondering Jew 
podcast is now online

Announcing: the release of The Wondering Jew
podcast: Musings & Tales from Red River

After a couple of years of interviewing local Jews
& people connected to Jewish cultural spheres, edit-
ing interviews, & mostly wrestling with new soft-
ware & digital processes, The Wondering Jew can
now be found on most podcast platforms & on the
website TheWonderingJew.ca 

The Wondering Jew is an ongoing project of local
AdaMah’nitoban (sacred land of Mahnitoba) Alon
Weinberg, generously supported by The Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba special grants project. 

So far the pilot episode plus episodes 1, 2 & 3 are
out. #1 is a discussion with PhD candidate in histo-
ry Sharon Graham about her research into the histo-
ry of the Jewish orphanage of Western Canada,
located in Winnipeg. Episode #2 features Eytan
Lerner, a neuro-movement practitioner from Israel
discussing his practice of working with youths with
disabilities & the roots of the practice in the
Feldenkrais method developed in Israel.  Episode #3
is an interview with U of M Religious Studies pro-
fessor & rabbi Justin Jaron Lewis, on truth & recon-
ciliation as Jews and on teaching Jewish mysticism
(& trying to build a Golem) in an academic context.

Upcoming episodes feature history prof Ben
Baader on his crossing of many boundaries from a
Jewish child in post-war Berlin to a practicing Jew
in Winnipeg; Melba Sanoffsky on growing up
Jewish & Cree in rural Manitoba (as part of an
ongoing series on Jewish & indigenous intersec-
tions); and Harold Shuster on his annual Christmas
brisket luncheon tradition & on growing up a secu-
lar Jew in Beausejour.

This podcast will be an open exploration of Jewish
lives, Jewish culture, Jewish history and the people
informed by Jewish traditions – cultural, humanist,
religious, political, spiritual – by new vistas of
experimental culture and fresh perspectives on a
very old page: both the Jewish story throughout his-
torical time and the land upon which and the skies
beneath which stories get written.

Podcasts will be released every 2-3 weeks & will
cover many more topics from newcomers in
Winnipeg to Jewish artists; understanding the
Holocaust & contemporary politics from a 3rd gen-
eration perspective to discussions on the Diaspora-
Zionist relationship. 

There will be a series on Jewish - indigenous iden-
tities; Jewish Irish history; people in the sphere of
the Jewish community who we’ll call Jewishish due
to religious, cultural & political identities connected
to & affinities with Jews.

You cany reach Alon at:
204-783-3559 or email
Wonderingjew.redriver@gmail.com 
www.TheWonderingJew.ca



Imagine my surprise
when I picked up a
very recent edition

of the JP&N and I saw
an article on the very
woman, Annamie Paul,
I had just been asked to
interview by Bernie
Bellan. (Bernie’s rea-

son for his wanting to interview Annamie – even
though the paper had just published an article
about her, had to do with a Winnipeg connection
– about which Annamie was probably unaware.)

With this second article, you might think that
the JP&N was “ pulling” for her – but, rest
assured, it’s only because something in that first
article about Annamie certainly caught my attention – and it wasn’t just that
Annamie is both Black and Jewish!

This fall there will be an election for a new leader of the Federal Green
Party. That election might not stir up much interest yet in Manitoba and
beyond, but for Winnipeggers, there are two candidates who have a real
connection to the city. 

Firstly, most Winnipeggers will recall former mayor Glen Murray. Well,
take note that Glen is indeed running hard to be elected to be the new
leader. 

But secondly, Annamie Paul has a Winnipeg connection through the rabbi
who converted her to Judaism: the late Rabbi Jim Diamond. (Read on to
find out how Annamie came to be associated with Rabbi Diamond.) 

Annamie Paul is likely setting an historical record just by running. First
of all, even though there have been other females in Canada run and indeed
get elected to Parliament, none of these candidates was at the same time,
Black and Jewish. The voter will recognize the Black part, but the Jewish
aspect of Annamie is perhaps not as well known as it should be, though
Annamie is far from shy about disclosing her Jewishness. In short,

Annamie represents diversity, which is a policy
for which she ardently advocates.

Let me be clear from the outset that Annamie
is not just entering this race to be the political
version of Drake or Sammy Davis Jr. This
woman has, as they say in the musical world,
the ‘chops” to be the leader. Take a look at her
background and you have to be amazed. She is
to start off a lawyer, having graduated from the
University of Ottawa with a Bachelor of Laws
and who has since dedicated her career for the
most part to public affairs. Her work back-
ground includes time spent working for the
Canadian Mission to the European Union, pro-
viding advice to the International Criminal
Court and later acting as the Executive Director

of the Barcelona Policy Action Plan. Moreover, she has served as a
Director for a leading conflict prevention NGO in Brussels. It ought not
therefore be a surprise that this woman speaks fluent English, French,
Catalan and is an intermediate speaker of Spanish (also a smattering of
Hebrew). 

Aside from all that, Paul ran in the 2019 election as a Green candidate -
against none other than the Finance Minister, Bill Morneau. She finished
fourth out of a group of eight. But, she resisted the pleas of many of her
supporters to pick an easier riding. The fact is that Paul is not one who is
easily fazed by difficult challenges. 

One of those difficult challenges was her becoming Jewish. This was not
something that just happened. Annamie had long been interested in
Judaism and had an early exposure to Jewish families, growing up in
Toronto. She even attended Bar and Bat Mitzvah parties as a youngster.
Thus, her connection to Judaism was real. When she studied at Princeton
University to obtain a Master’s Degree in Public Affairs over 20 years ago,
she made the decision to convert to Judaism. 

It was at Princeton, over a two-year period, that Paul made a connection
with a rabbi whose roots were genuine north end Winnipeg - as in Boyd,
Luxton and Rupertsland Avenues. This rabbi was none other than the late
Rabbi James Diamond - a man whom, I might add, was my first cousin -
and a beloved cousin to be sure. Oddly, over the year of Paul’s studying
under Rabbi Diamond, the fact that he was a Canadian never came up in
conversation, she told me. 

Rabbi Diamond was the head of the Center for Jewish Life at Princeton
for close to 10 years after a career in the rabbinate with Hillel, first at
Indiana University, then later at Washington University in St. Louis.
Diamond had done other conversions, but this conversion was likely his
first and only Black Canadian woman. 

And, he did not go easy on Annamie. Even though Jim used to describe
himself as a Conservative rabbi with an Orthodox bent, he tried to give to
Annamie, as she wanted, a more complete Orthodox instruction which
would allow her entry into the Orthodox world if she required it. 

She had to appear of course in front of a Beit Din, a panel of three learned
men, who quizzed her on aspects of Judaism. Of course, she completed her
conversion process with her immersion in a Mikveh. Annamie did it all and
she gives Rabbi Diamond total credit for instilling in her this love for
Judaism. She says he was responsible for her ability to read Hebrew, her
desire to keep a kosher home, and ensuring that her sons had a Jewish edu-
cation. 

In fact one of her sons, Malachi, now 20, was born in Princeton. Both
boys celebrated their Bar Mitzvahs - Malachi in Barcelona, and Jonas, in
Toronto. Her husband of 24 years, Mark Freeman, a lawyer specializing in
human rights, and Annamie, have carved out a real Jewish life for them-
selves. For Annamie Paul, Judaism speaks to her of values that she holds
dear to her, particularly the humanism of the faith and its concern for the
welfare of others. 

Now, the Green Party has had its share of critics, as do all political par-
ties. One area of concern for Jews is the attitude of the party re Israel.
Annamie was clear to me that the Green Party in no way is a supporter of
the BDS movement. Where the Green Party stands with respect to the set-
tlements is uncertain, but clearly Paul is cognizant of the issues involved.
What Paul is not afraid to do is to be a critic even of her own party if she
thinks it has strayed off its platform. She is trying to push both her own
party and indeed the whole country to reflect a more diverse and inclusive
character. 

On the one hand you would have to say that Annamie Paul is a long shot
to be elected leader and yet, when you consider her path from nowhere to
the present, her determination to embrace her Judaism and the causes that
she has pursued with passion, I suggest that Canada would be well served
with Annamie Paul as the head of the Green Party. My cousin Jim Diamond
would be behind her all the way.

Annamie Paul – candidate for leadership of the Green Party – 
has a surprising Winnipeg connection
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Gerry Posner

PLAN YOUR 2021 DREAM VACATION NOW!

CALL 1-855-741-1376Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new 
bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

CRIMSON CANYONS 
& MESAS NATIONAL 
PARKS TOUR

HAWAIIAN
ESCAPE

Experience the stunningly red rocks of 
these 6 iconic southwestern national 
parks. These natural treasures are still 
grand enough to make our jaws drop. 
Experience several of the most popular 
national parks in the United States, 
traveling through deserts, forests, 
mountains, and to the very edge of the 
South Rim of the Grand Canyon, one of 
the natural wonders of the world.

Take a 7-day trip to paradise and unwind 
on 2 of Hawaii’s most popular islands. 
Pay your respects at Pearl Harbor and 
explore Honolulu on Oahu, then hop on 
the short flight to Maui to stay beachside 
and visit the Iao Valley, Lahaina, and 
the Courthouse Square. Experience 
the islands at your own pace, with tours 
and activities escorted throughout by 
our friendly local Tour Directors. Price 
includes inter-island flight to Maui.

10 days, departs Jun - Sep 2021 7 days, departs Feb - Nov 2021

Grand Canyon • Bryce Canyon • 
Zion • Capitol Reef • and more

Oahu • Maui

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

USD

FROM
$1,249*

$999*

USD

By

GERRY POSNER

ANNAMIE PAUL The late Rabbi
JIM DIAMOND


